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Esteemed Delegates!

It is my highest honour to be the President of the General Assembly during Olsztyn Model

objectives of a MUN conference is my responsibility.

Firstly, MUN is a purely educational simulation of the United Nations sessions conducted in

English. These events effectively educate you about diplomacy, international relations, and

the United Nations itself. MUN involves and teaches research, public speaking, debating and

writing skills, not mentioning critical thinking, teamwork and leadership abilities. Participants

are called delegates, they are assigned countries and placed in committees.

Delegates conduct research, make allies and enemies, find inspiration and unleash creativity.

They think globally and help develop solutions to the world’s problems. Each committee has

a moderator, known as the Chair, who is assisted by the Deputy Chair. Apart from expressing

opinions  and  negotiating,  a  delegate  may request  the  committee  to  perform a particular

action,  and  this  is  known  as  a  motion.  Decisions  on important  motions  or  ratification  of

documents are always put to a vote by the Chair.

There  are  three  general  forms  of  debating:  formal  debate,  moderated  caucus,  and

unmoderated  caucus.  In  a  formal  debate,  the  staff  maintains  a  list  of  speakers  and  the

delegates  follow the order  written  on the Speakers  List.  Speakers  may be added to the

speaker list by raising their placards or sending a note to the chair. During this time, delegates

talk  to  the  entire  committee.  They  make  speeches,  answer  questions,  and  debate  on

resolutions  and amendments.  If  there are no other motions,  the committee goes back to

formal debate by default. There is usually a time limit.

In a moderated caucus, the committee goes into a recess and the rules of procedure are

suspended. Anyone may speak if recognised by the chair. A vote on a motion is necessary to

go into a moderated caucus. There is a comparatively shorter time limit per speech. In an

unmoderated caucus, the delegates informally meet with other delegates and the staff for

discussions.

This guidebook is intended to help you prepare prior to the conference. Do not limit yourself

to the contents of this document. A deep research carried out on your own will be extremely

valuable on the committee forum.

Regards, 

Jan Różalski

President of the GA 

secretariat@mun.olsztyn.pl
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Policy Statements

A Policy Statement is a document containing a brief description of the represented country’s

attitude to the discussed issue. It is usually less than a page long. As soon as the topic is

started to be worked on in a committee, the Chair asks the delegates to read their policy

statements in alphabetical order. Reading a Policy Statement should not take longer than two

minutes. Once a delegate finishes reading their policy, they state ‘I  am (not) open to any

points of information’,  which informs the committee about  the possibility  to ask questions

regarding the contents of the Policy Statement and the Chair then recognises any points of

information. The Chair also asks for any Rights of Reply, and grants the right to speak to any

delegations that feel offended by the contents of the Policy Statement.

A good policy statement is concise and objective,  contains general information about  the

issue and actions undertaken by the given country to solve it. It may contain proposals or

description of unfinished actions.

Resolutions

A Resolution is a summary of the committee work in a way. It  contains points, known as

clauses, that introduce the problem (preambulatory clauses) and present solutions to it (op-

erative clauses). A resolution is always an effect of a close collaboration of many delegations.

Resolutions may be amended in the committee or during the General Assembly and it is the

General Assembly to make the final voting on them.

Resolution clauses

Preambulatory clauses

Acknowledging Believing Declaring

Affirming Confident Deeply concerned

Alarmed by Congratulating Deeply convinced

Approving Conscious Deeply conscious

Aware of Contemplating Deeply disturbed

Bearing in mind Convinced Deeply regretting
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Desiring Having considered Pointing out

Emphasising Having devoted attention Reaffirming

Expecting Having examined Realising

Expressing its appreciation Having heard Recalling

Expressing its concern Having received Recognising

Expressing its satisfaction Having studied Reffering

Fulfilling Keeping in mind Reminding

Fully alarmed Noting Seeking

Fully aware Noting with appreciation Stressing

Fully believing Noting with approval Taking into account

Further deploring Noting with deep concern Taking into consideration

Further recalling Noting with regret Taking note

Guided by Noting with satisfaction Viewing with appreciation

Having adopted Observing Welcoming

Operative clauses

Accepts Encourages Recommends

Affirms Endorses Regrets

Approves Expresses its appreciation Reminds

Asks Expresses its hope Requests

Authorises Further invites Resolves

Calls for Further proclaims Seeks

Calls upon Further recommends Solemnly affirms

Condemns Further reminds Stresses

Confirms Further requests Strongly affirms

Congratulates Further resolves Strongly condemns

Considers Hopes Strongly urges

Declares Insists Suggests

Declares accordingly Invites Supports

Deplores Notes Takes note of

Designates Proclaims Transmits

Draws the attention Proposes Trusts

Emphasises Reaffirms Urges
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Sample Policy Statements

Policy 1

Committee: Scientific Committee

Topic: Manipulation of the genes to prevent the birth of genetically faulty children 

Delegation: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Distinguished Chair, Honourable Delegates!

Manipulation of genes, achieved by using genetic engineering techniques is a rapidly devel-

oping field of science since the 1970’s and is commonly used in industry nowadays. However,

the genetic engineering has a lot more potential applications.

The UK law, for  example,  allows researchers to genetically engineer animals to a limited

extent, mainly to understand disease and improve health. It is also legal to select a human

embryo for particular genes. A technique called Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PIGD) is

used to screen for a handful of genetic diseases. Only healthy embryos can be implanted into

the mother’s womb.

The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), which has been set up in 1991,

not only ensures that clinics offering In Vitro Fertilisation or Donor Insemination conform to

high medical and professional standards, but it also licenses and monitors all human embryo

research, supervises it for the benefit of humankind and considers the ethical implications of

a number of key issues. The UK approach to biotechnology is considered to be a model of

comprehensive and responsible policy.

The UK government regards the field of genetic engineering as a field giving great opportuni-

ties but requiring a precautionary approach at the same time. We still know too little about

human embryos to modify their genes but we do not eliminate such a possibility from our

future  studies  plans.  Yet  still  the question  remains  unanswered:  is  a genetically  modified

embryo a human being?

I am open to any points of information and I yield the floor back to the Chair.

Policy 2

Committee: Scientific Committee

Topic: Problem of overpopulation and lack of raw material 

Delegation: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
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Honourable Chair, Esteemed Delegates!

Our world encounters many problems and the human population disregards them in general.

However, the UK government believes that overpopulation and lack of raw materials will soon

have catastrophic effects on our habitat. Even today many people experience shortage of

food and drinking water, not even mentioning lack of proper education,  limited access to

healthcare, energy shortages, terrorism, excessive amounts of waste, pollution, greenhouse

effect, violence, mismanagement, various addictions, unemployment, living space deficiency,

extinction of many animal and plant species, numerous wars, epidemics and many others.

The  UK  government  recognises  the  importance  of  responsible  natural  resources

management. It also supports family planning mainly in Africa and Asia. It is worth noticing

here that the world population is likely to reach over 9 billion by the year 2050. Even with over

7 billion people living in the world today, almost 90% of all goods and services are consumed

only by the richest 20% of the population. For comparison, the poorest fifth consumes just

over 1%. The UK government finds it essential to invest in renewable energy sources and

new  technologies  that  would  help  save  energy.  When  it  comes  to  the  problem  of

overpopulation, it is of uttermost importance to promote sexual education and family planning

in developing countries. But can we really convince anyone to change their lifestyle, habits or

family plans? The UK delegation awaits this debate to answer this question. Nevertheless,

renewable energy sources are of the highest priority.

I am open to any points of information and I yield the floor back to the Chair.

Policy 3

Committee: Disarmament and International Security Committee 

Topic: Detainment camps and “ghost detainees”

Delegation: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Honourable Chair, Fellow Delegates!

Article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “No one shall be subjected

to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile”. Unfortunately, in many countries people are kept in

custody, typically for questioning about a crime or in a politically sensitive situation. What is

more, many of them remain anonymous and are referred to as “ghost detainees”.

In  October  2006 the US Congress passed the Military Commissions Act.  This legislation

applying only to non-US citizens permits indefinite  imprisonment of  individuals  labelled as

“enemy combatants”. It also disregards international treaties such as the Geneva Convention,
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and states that it  is the President who defines what  constitutes torture. A number of 800

detainment camps in the US is the current estimate.

The UK government always disapproves any ways of violating human rights. Little is known

about detainment camps and respecting the detainees’ rights. The delegation of the United

Kingdom emphasises the global need to reveal more information about the camps located

everywhere in the world.

I am open to any points of information and I yield the floor back to the Chair.

Policy 4

Committee: Disarmament and International Security Committee 

Topic: Small arms trafficking in Latin America

Delegation: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Honourable Chair, Distinguished Delegates!

Arms trafficking in Latin America is a growing problem of today’s world.  Citizens of many

countries cannot be sure whether or not weaponry is smuggled into their country behind their

backs.  This  uncertainty  is  eminent  for  example  in  Mexico.  Mexican  citizens  have  a

constitutional right to own portable guns but the conditions placed on this ownership through

amendments to the constitution are limiting. Moreover, legal purchase is extremely difficult. It

is impossible to know how many firearms are illegally smuggled not only into Mexico, but also

into countries such as Chile or Venezuela.

The current goal should be to determine in what areas changes should be made to minimise

the occurrence of arms trafficking. Both Mexico and the US should be blamed for the current

situation. Corruption in the Mexican government, weak institutional links between the two

governments, legal weapon markets in both countries are only examples of possible factors

influencing arms trafficking. The US and Russia dominate the arms market in the value of

arms transfer agreements. The US made $ 56.3 billion in arms deals.

The number of illegal arms passing through the border must be drastically and immediately

reduced, and this can happen through better supervision and regulation of the arms market. I

am open to any points of information and I yield the floor back to the Chair.
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Policy 5

Committee: World Health Organisation

Topic: Syrian Arab Republic humanitarian aid strategy

Delegation: Republic of Korea

Distinguished Chairs, honourable Delegates!

The Syrian civil war is a problem of uttermost importance. According to various sources, up

to 20,000 people have been killed, 340,000 people have fled from the country and over 2

million are in urgent need of humanitarian aid. In spite of ongoing international efforts aiming

to  improve  the  situation,  the  access  to  health  care  in  Syria  is  limited  and  unequal  for

supporters of both sides of the conflict.

Many hospitals and health centres have been destroyed or have suspended operation. Syria

is experiencing shortage of medicines and lack of access to blood for transfusions. Doctors

are being threatened and several cases of murders have been reported.

The government of the Republic of Korea is entirely aware of this problem and does its best

to send aid even to the most distant countries. More than 1.5 million U.S. dollars have been

sent to Syrian refugees residing in Jordan and Lebanon.

The South Korean government suggests supporting the civilians and the Syrian Ministry of

Health by sending medicines and medical personnel to Syria, putting considerable diplomatic

and economic pressure on the Assad regime, and providing the opposition forces with addi-

tional humanitarian aid. The delegation of the Republic of Korea is certain that the debates in

our committee are going to be stimulating and will contribute to solving this problem.

I am open to any points of information and I yield the floor back to the Chairs.

Sample Opening Speech

One delegate of each country delivers an Opening Speech during the first General Assembly.

Honourable Secretary General, Distinguished President of the General Assembly, Esteemed 

Chairs, Fellow Delegates and Guests!

On behalf of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the whole government of the United King-

dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, I would like to express my country’s enormous

gratitude and satisfaction that during this conference delegates from many countries will try to

overcome the problems of Latin America, Middle East, disabled people or migration, among

others.
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The United Kingdom is convinced that during this United Nations session all the Member States

are determined to reach comprehensive agreements. It is essential to acknowledge that every

single state is responsible for taking care of our Earth — home for all human beings.

It is also my duty to assure the United Nations that the United Kingdom is going to continue

to fulfil all its obligations and will stand firm and doubtless.

The delegation of the United Kingdom is looking forward to the fruitful debates and once

again the United Kingdom underlines its full  commitment to the process of alleviating the

global tensions.

Thank you, I yield the floor back to the Secretary General.

Sample Resolution

Committee: Disarmament and International Security Committee 

Issue: Small arms trafficking in Latin America

Submitters: Federal Republic of Germany, People’s Republic of China, The United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Co-submitters: French Republic, Argentine Republic, Kingdom of Morocco

The Disarmament and International Security Committee,

Recognising the idea of sustaining global peace as crucial in world’s future,

Regarding respect for and protection of human rights as an obligation and as a central 

element of UN member’s foreign policy,

Bearing in mind dangers coming from the activity of small arms trafficking in Latin America,

Taking note  of the wide consequences striking all of the citizens and their influence on the

regional economics,

Noting with regret that small arms and light weapons trafficking are the major causes of huge

number of both civilian and military casualties,

Alarmed by research indicating that one of the reasons of such tremendously high level of 

lawlessness in Latin America is common poverty,

Guided by the need of absolute termination such acts,

1. Requests  all UN members to allocate additional funds to local services in order to support

them in fight with lawlessness;

2. Stresses  the need of focusing on limiting the illegal  weapon trade from USA and former

Soviet Republics;
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3. Draws attention  to  examining connections  between the local  authorities and illegal  arms

leaders in order to weaken their force and eventually stop their activity;

4. Calls upon limiting the public access to weapon in UN member countries;

5. Urges countries of Latin America to strengthen the control on their borderlines;

6. Insists on reducing the amount of weapons produced;

7. Invites  the US and Mexico to establish closer cooperation regarding the weapon trade in

order to facilitate data exchange;

8. Further recommends focusing on the problem of corruption among border guards;

9. Emphasises the need of constant struggle with appearing routes of smuggling.

Note: There are lots of resolutions for use as reference on the UN websites, the Security

Council itself has adopted over 2000 of them.
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