
Topic: Food loss and waste reduction 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Hunger is the world’s most calamitous health issue. It kills more people every year than AIDS, 

malaria and tuberculosis combined. People hear about the problem everywhere. It became an 

inspiration for film directors and a lot of different artists to portray its existence. Yet, the biggest 

problem is not the number of people that will go to bed hungry tonight. The biggest problem is 

how much unspoilt food will be wasted. Nowadays, it is clear that the world produces a lot more 

than enough food. It can be caused by so many different factors like technological issues, 

economic factors, business considerations and very important- human practices, attitudes and 

human behaviour. 

 

II. DEFINITIONS 

What is food loss? . 

Food loss refers to all food produced for human consumption, but not eaten by humans. Food 

loss is defined as “the decrease in quantity or quality of food” (FAO, 2014). 

What is food waste?  

Food waste is a part of food loss and refers to discarding or alternative (non-food) use of food 

that is safe and nutritious for human consumption along the entire food supply chain, from 

primary production to end household consumer level. Food waste is recognized as a distinct part 

of food loss because the drivers that generate it and the solutions to it are different from 

those of food losses. (FAO, 2014) 

III. WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS? 

Food loss and waste have many negative economic and environmental impacts. Economically, 

they represent a wasted investment that can reduce farmers’ incomes and increase consumers’ 

expenses. Environmentally, food loss and waste carry a vast reverberation, including unnecessary 

greenhouse gas emissions and inefficiently used water and soil, which can in turn lead to 

diminished natural ecosystems and the services they provide. 

 

IV. SCALE OF THE PROBLEM 

 The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) estimates that 32 percent of 

all food produced in the world was lost or wasted in 2009. 



 

 

V. CREATING A SUSTAINABLE FOOD FUTURE 

How can the world adequately feed nearly 10 billion people by 2050 in a manner that 

advances economic development and reduces pressure on the environment? 

 

Primo, the world needs to close the gap between the amount of food available today 

and the amount required in 2050. 

 

Secundo, the world needs agriculture to contribute to inclusive economic and social 

development. Agriculture employs more than 28 percent of the global population 

directly or indirectly. And according to the World Bank, growth in the agricultural sector 

can reduce poverty more effectively than growth arising from other economic sectors. 

We need a strong agricultural sector if the world is to develop in a way that reduces 

poverty, alleviates hunger, generates revenue and jobs, and benefits women. 



 

Tertio, the world needs to reduce agriculture’s impact on the environment. For 

instance, agriculture was responsible for approximately 24 percent of global greenhouse 

gas emissions in 2010. It is the dominant driver of tropical deforestation. Furthermore, 

agriculture accounts for about 70 percent of all the freshwater withdrawn from rivers, 

lakes, and aquifers. 

 

 

VI. QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 

 What can governments do to curb wasting food in everyday life? 

 Does the law of a country need to be changed in order to solve the problem of 

food waste? 

 What field should UN focus on to reduce food waste across the globe? 

 Will punishments for wasting unspoilt food be effective? 

 

 

Useful links: 

 

https://furtherwithfood.org/ 

http://www.fao.org/resources/infographics/infographics-details/en/c/317265/ 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4068e.pdf 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_waste 
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