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I. Introduction

Organ transplantation is one of the most remarkable medical inventions of the twentieth 
century. Ever since the first successful transplants in the 1950s, organ transplantation has 
saved and prolonged the lives of countless patients around the globe. Regarded as a risky  
and experimental procedure until the 1980s, today it is a worldwide practice, conducted in 
hospitals  in almost 100 countries all  over 
the  world.  Survival  rates  of  transplant 
patients  have  significantly  risen  over  the 
past  decades.  According  to  the  Global 
Observatory  and  Database  on  Donation 
and  Transplantation  –  the  product  of  a 
collaboration  between  WHO  and  the 
Spanish National Transplant Organization - 
about  118,127  so-called  solid  organ 
transplantations (kidney, liver, heart, lung, 
pancreas, small bowel) were performed in 
2013,  the  majority  of  which,  about  79,000,  were  kidney  transplants,  followed  by  about 
25,000  liver  transplants.  Kidney  transplantation  thus  has  to  be  considered  the  most 
frequently carried out transplantation around the world. Human organs for transplants have 
two sources,  deceased donors  and living  donors.  Ultimately,  human  organs  can  only  be 
derived from a human body, and thus any action in the field of organ transplantation must be 
carried out in accordance with the highest ethical and professional standards. 

II. Different forms of trafficking in organs 

The term ‘trafficking in organs’ groups together a whole range of illegal activities that aim 
to  commercialise  human  organs  and  tissues  for  the  purpose  of  transplantation.  It 
encompasses the trafficking of persons with the intent to remove their organs (THBOR);  
transplant tourism where patients travel abroad seeking an (illegal) transplant with a paid 
donor;  and  trafficking  in  organs,  tissues  and  cells  (OTC),  which  refers  to  commercial 
transactions with human body parts that have been removed from living or deceased 
persons. 



III. Legal status

The sale and purchase of organs is prohibited by the WHO and by the Council of Europe 
Convention  on  Human  Rights  and  Biomedicine.  Also,  the  Additional  Protocol  to  the 
Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine concerning Transplantation of  Organs and 
Tissues of Human Origin declares in article 21 that the human body and its parts shall not, as  
such, give rise to a financial  gain or comparable advantage.  Furthermore,  the Charter  of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, (2000/C 364/01) in article 1 on human dignity 
and article 3 on the right to the integrity of the person, refers to the prohibition of making 
the human body and its parts as a source of financial gain. 

The  National  Organ  Transplant 
Act (1984 Pub.L. 98–507), approved 
October 19, 1984, and amended in 
1988 and 1990,  outlawed the sale 
of human organs and provided for 
the establishment of the Task Force 
on  Organ  Transplantation; 
authorized  the Department  of 
Health and Human Services to make 
grants  for  the  planning, 
establishment, and initial operation 
of  qualified  Organ  Procurement 
Organizations  (OPOs);  and 
established  the  formation  of 
the Organ  Procurement  and 
Transplantation Network and Scientific  Registry  of  Transplant  Recipients.  NOTA specifically 
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states  “it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  knowingly  acquire,  receive,  or  otherwise 
transfer any human organ for valuable consideration for use in human transplantation if the 
transfer affects interstate commerce.” The penalty of breaking this law is a fine of $50,000 or  
up to five years in prison, or both.

Questions to consider 

1. What is the delegate’s country stance on donating human organs?

2. How does delegate's country fights with the issue of illicit trade?

3. Is there an issue in the delegate’s country with trade of organs on the black market 
and transplant tourism? If  yes,  how does it  affect the delegate’s  and neighboring 
countries?

4. What  are  the  international  non-government  organizations  helping  to  fight  with 
human organs black market? What do they suggest? 

5. What should be implied to countries' law and international regulations to minimize 
the number of illegal organ trade transactions?
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