
 

Maintaining Stability in the Korean Peninsula 

 

 

 

Background : 

After World War II Korea has been divided into two parts: communist North and capitalist South. 

Northern part has become the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, ruled by a single party. 

Southern part has became Republic of Korea, which has a democratic system. 

United States of  America has been military involved in the Korean Peninsula theatre since Korean War, 

which took place in early 1950s. During that war U.S. backed South Korea and fought together against 

communist north supported by China and the Soviet Union. Nowadays, USA defends the southern part of 

the peninsula following the Mutual Defence Treaty signed in 1953. This agreement pledges U.S. and South 

Korea to provide two-way aid if either faces external armed attack. It also allows the United States to station 

military forces in South Korea. For that reason USA sent nearly 29,000 troops to the Korean Peninsula. 

Moreover, 1.2 million North Korean troops and 630,000 South Korean troops quarter near the Demilitarized 

Zone. 

 

 

Recent Developments: 

Since 2006 United Nations Security Council has adopted 7 sanctioning resolutions regarding North Korea 

on account of their nuclear and missile activity. In 2017 North Korea rapidly enlarged its nuclear arsenal, 

thereby deepened the already existing strain between the northern state and western countries, mainly 

United States. Since the beginning of 2017, North Korea has already conducted ten missile tests using 

sixteen missiles including a rocket, which could carry a nuclear warhead. Furthermore, Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea has committed particular cyber attacks. The residing President of the United States 

Donald Trump warned that North Korean nuclear threats "will be met with fire, fury and frankly power, the 

likes of which this world has never seen before". North Korea responded, unveiling the possible attack on 

U.S. military bases on Guam. Moreover, North Korean Lt. Gen. Kim Rak-Gyom referred to Trump's 

announcement of ''fire and fury'' as to a ''nonsense''  asserting that "reasonable dialogue" wasn't possible with 

Donald Trump as the President of the U.S. Dialogue between these two countries continues, but it’s eventual 

outcome is yet not known. 

 

 

Final Words: 

Maintaining stability in the Korean Peninsula is one of the most alarming problems of the modern world’s 

that we have to face. Not only North Korea’s military arsenal is a substantial threat, but also their politics is 

persistently provoking other countries. If this problem will not be solved immediately, it might bring on 

tremendous consequences. 

 

 

 

 

Crucial questions: 

Should North Korea be punished for its actions? If so, how? 

What should be done with North Korea’s nuclear arsenal? 

How to prevent other countries from creating such dangerous weapon arsenals? 

 

 

 

 

Useful links: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2017_North_Korea_crisis 

https://www.cfr.org/global/global-conflict-tracker/p32137#!/conflict/north-korea-crisis 



http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/north-korea-latest-guam-nuclear-strike-postponed-kim-jong-

un-donald-trump-ballistic-missiles-rockets-a7893571.html 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-40913650 

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/UN-Security-Council-Resolutions-on-North-Korea 


