
Protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity
 
Background of the problem
 

Despite  previous  actions  undertaken  by  the  United  Nations,  national 
governments,  and  advocacy  organizations,  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  and  transgender 
(LGBT) communities around the world continue to suffer discrimination and violence 
based upon their sexual orientation on a daily basis. Human rights violations include: 
 brutal  murders,  rape  and physical  and verbal  assaults,  torture,  imprisonment,  the 
denial of rights to assemble in protest, and discrimination in employment, healthcare 
and education. While many countries are making strides toward complete acceptance 
of LGBT individuals, there are still too many countries that isolate and criminalize 
their  LGBT communities.  According to Journal  of  Abnormal Psychology cited by 
PBS, “more than 90% of gay men and lesbians report being targets of verbal abuse or 
threats, and more than one-third report being survivors of violence related to their 
homosexuality”.
It  is  clear  that  existing  legislative  aimed  at  the  protection  of  LGBT  people  is 
ineffective. Also not all Member States are equal in their commitment to fight this 
injustice. For example discrimination in the workplace is prominent throughout all 
regions  of  the  world    treatment  of  transgender  employees  in  the  workplace  is  of 
particular concern, since the transgender community experiences bigger harassment 
than  the  LGBT  community  as  a  whole.  Additional  and  equally  damaging 
consequences of homophobia and transphobia are social ostracism and cyberbullying. 
Queers also suffer violence based upon their sexual orientation and gender identity 
known as “hate crime”. Hate crimes occur with alarming frequency in all regions of 
the world. 
We must address the causes of LGBT discrimination including homophobic attitudes 
and how we can strengthen existing legislation and further implement and enforce 
legislation that will outlaw the persecution of individuals for their sexual orientation.
Human  Rights  Committee  is  responsible  for  promoting  universal  respect  for  the 
protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of 
any kind.
 
Current situation of gender and sexual minorities.
 
Despite the achievements for the LGBT community since the 1960’s, there are still 75 
countries in the world in which same-sex relationships are criminalized, 38 in the sub-
African region, 7 that punish same-sex relationships by death. 
 
While many countries act to promote LGBT rights, as of March 2017, when twenty-
two countries, most of them located in the Americas and Western Europe, legalized 
same-sex marriages, too many countries are imposing new and unprecedented levels 
of discrimination, to a degree never seen before. In a lot of countries, LGBTs face 
harsh discrimination due to the criminalization of their sexual orientation and gender 
identity. In areas in which homosexuality and unorthodox gender identities are not 
favoured,  we have seen laws concerning sodomy; varying ages  of  sexual  consent 
depending on sexual orientation; legislation banning the acceptance, promotion and 
activities  of  nonheterosexuals  sometimes  resulting  in  punishment  by  death.  Nine 
European  countries  have  no  legislation  to  protect  LGBT  persons  at  all.  Some 



predominantly Muslim nations, such as Turkey, Jordan and Egypt have implemented 
legislation  against  same-sex  intercourse.  In  2013,  the  Russian  President  Vladimir 
Putin  signed  a  law  to  prohibit  “propaganda  of  non-traditional  sexual  relations”. 
Following the inauguration of Donald Trump as President of the United States, all 
mentions of LGBT rights were removed from the White House website. In February 
2017 Malaysia's official Islamic authority openly endorsed gay conversion therapy 
after claiming that sexual orientation can be changed through extensive training.
 
The United Nations are faced with the challenge of maintaining a safe situation for all 
people regardless of sexuality, while maintaining a person’s right to follow a belief 
system or religion of their own free will. In a world that is becoming increasingly 
politically volatile, the task to keep peace among all nations, no matter their opinions, 
may prove to be extremely difficult. While there is a clear sense of agreement behind 
measures  to  reduce  LGBT discrimination,  the  international  community  is  sharply 
divided. The entire question of whether there should be international action to protect 
LGBT people is to be solved at this conference, bearing in mind:  
How  can  we  take  into  account  conflicting  cultural  norms  while  also  promoting 
equality for LGBT people? 

How can we change already existing attitudes  that  LGBT people  are  harmful  for 
societies? 

What legislation has Member State countries passed to protect LGBT rights, and why 
or why not was it successful?
 
Useful links:
 
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/06/26/gay-marriage-around-the-world-2013/
http://www.lgbt-ep.eu/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/issues/gender-sexuality-identity/
http://infographicworld.com/lgbt-rights-around-world/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights_by_country_or_territory
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/30/gay-rights-world-best-worst-
countries
https://www.hrw.org/topic/lgbt-rights
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