
Topic: Refugees Camps 
 

I General Information   

There are more than 65 million refugees worldwide, forced to leave their homes due to various 

reasons. They are placed in camps in almost every corner of the world, but mostly in Africa and the 

Middle East. The purpose of the camps is to ensure their safety and cover their basic needs. 

However, their situation is far from acceptable. In many cases, they are unable to change their 

conditions and leave the shelter for many years or even decades. The biggest refugee camp in 

Kakuma (Kenya)  provides help for over 184,550 of its inhabitants, living in conditions unthinkable for 

the twenty- first century. Violence and diseases are widespread and common. Instances of being 

born and reaching adulthood without leaving the camp are not a surprise anymore. Such conditions 

are similar in a vast number of refugee camps in Africa and the Middle East. The issue that’s hardest 

to tackle are regulations, restricting the inhabitants from constructing any form of long-term housing, 

limiting the people to live in barracks or tents.  

II Background history 

At first, refugee camps were temporary settlements, which existed only for the duration of a conflict 

and refuges were constantly relocated to other parts of country. Since the 90’, situation has 

drastically changed, as the average time before leaving the camp equals 17 years. During this time 

people are left without any occupation. Countries, in which such camps exist, are not interested in a 

substantial change because of funds, delivered to them by western countries and companies. It 

makes refugees a profitable source of resources.  

III. Last Events 

In spite of conflicts in the Middle East and Africa, the number of refuges has dramatically risen. 

Refugee camps are overcrowded, and over 40 million refugees are left without any help. Basic 

human rights are violated on everyday basis.  No actions have been undertaken to change the state 

of affairs. United Nations organisations are constantly working to resolve the dilemma of refugee 

camps, but didn’t see any considerable results. International organisations including IRC, UNICEF, 

MSF are cooperating to provide direct help to the refugees. UNHCR have resettled over 189,000 

refugees and decreased the number of refugees per camp to a maximum of 100,000 and is still 

working to provide new resolutions. UNHCR maintains a database of refugee information, Progress, 

which was created during the Kosovo War in the 1990s. The database today contains data of over 11 

million refugees, which makes up to about 11% of all displaced persons globally. The database 

contains biometric data, including fingerprints and iris scans and is used to determine aid distribution 

for recipients. The results of using biometric verification has been successful. When introduced in 

Kenyan refugee camps of Kakuma and Dadaab in the year 2013, the UN World Food Programme was 

able to eliminate $1.4m in waste and fraud. 

Additional questions: 

1. What UN can do to persuade countries to change their refugee politics? 

2. Is there a need to build permanent refugees camps ? 

3. What form of punishment UN should give to countries breaking human rights? 

4. How to stop the increase of the number of refugees? 



5. What is the best form of help from member nations of the UN? 

Useful links: 

http://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html 

http://www.unhcr.org/statistical-yearbooks.html 

https://storymaps.esri.com/stories/2016/refugee-camps/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugee_camp#Refugee_camps_by_country_and_population 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_High_Commissioner_for_Refugees 
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