
Topic: The situation in Yemen 

I. General information 

The Yemeni Civil War began in March 2015. Yemen is one of the Arab world's poorest 

countries, which has been devastated by a war between forces loyal to the 

internationally -recognised government of President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi and 

those allied to the Houthi rebel movement. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 

and the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant also take part in the conflict. There have 

been more than 7,600 people killed and 42,000 injured since the beginning of the war, 

as a result of fighting and airstrikes. The majority died in airstrikes by a Saudi-led 

multinational coalition that backs the president. The conflict has also brought on a 

humanitarian disaster, leaving 70% of the population in need of aid-recognized 

government of President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi and those. 

II. Background 

Ansar Allah, known popularly as the Houthis, is a Zaidi group with its origins in the 

mountainous Sa'dah Governorate near Yemen's northern border with Saudi Arabia, 

which began a marginal and regional uprising against the Yemeni government in 2004. 

The intensity of the conflict faded and waned over the course of the 2000s, with multiple 

peace agreements being negotiated and later disrespected. The Houthi insurgency 

heated up in 2009, but quieted the following year after an armistice was signed. During 

the early stages of the Yemeni Revolution in 2011, Houthi leader  Abdul-Malik al-Houthi 

announced the group's support for demonstrations calling for the resignation of 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh. The Houthis boycotted a single-candidate election in early 

2012 meant to give Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi a two-year term of office. After several 

weeks of street protests against the Hadi administration, which were the reason of the 

fuel grant decrease, the Houthis defeated Yemen Army and seized control of Sana'a, the 

Yemeni capital, in September 2014. In January 2015, the Houthis reinforced their 

takeover of Sana’a, surrounding the presidential palace and placing the President and 

his cabinet ministers under house arrest. One month after jailing Hadi to his residence in 

Sana'a, he ran escaped the capital and traveled to Aden.  

III. Last events 

Having established the area occupied by the opponent, coalition ground troops landed in 

Aden and helped drive the Houthis and their allies out of  the south over the next two 

months. Hadi returned from banishment at the same time and settled a temporary 

government in Aden. But since then, regardless of  the fact that the air campaign and 

naval blockade have remained unchanged, pro-government forces have failed to 

dislodge the rebels from the northern hills, including Sana’a and its surrounding 

provinces. The Houthis have also succeeded in maintaining the siege of the southern city 



of Taiz and continued firing rockets and mortars on the other side of the border with 

Saudi Arabia.  Al Qaeda jihadist fighters in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and rival 

entities from the Islamic State (IS) used the chaos at that time by seizing territory in the 

south and intensifying attacks, especially in the government-controlled Aden.  

IV. Previous attempts to resolve the issue 

On March 25th, 2015, the Obama organisation through the representative of the 

National Security Council (NSC) formally declared that the US will engage in another 

Center East military mediation. Since 2009, the US has allegedly been giving weapons 

and their support to the Yemeni government in battling against Al-Qaeda and the 

Houthis. The United States’ automaton fighting system against fear based oppressors has 

been a completely debatable issue in light of the fact that the killings for the most part 

influence much more innocents than the goals themselves. As indicated in the current 

report provided by The Intercept, more than 90% of the total population killed in strikes 

were not, in fact, directed victims.  

Additional questions: 

1. How can the UN Security Council solve the problems in Yemen? 

2. What is your country's view on the best possible outcome in Yemen? 

3. How can we achieve a ceasefire that will not be broken by any of the parties? 

4. Should the country divide? Or should it consolidate power within one 

government?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


