
Committee: Security Council 

Topic: Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts  

1. The definition of terrorism  

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1566 refers to terrorist acts as „criminal acts, including 

against civilians, committed with the intent to cause death or serious bodily injury, or taking of 

hostages, with the purpose to provoke a state of terror in the general public or in a group of persons 

or particular persons, intimidate a population or compel a government or an international 

organization to do or to abstain from doing any act, which constitute offences within the scope of 

and as defined in the international conventions and protocols relating to terrorism, are under no 

circumstances justifiable by considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, 

religious or other similar nature” 

2. Terrorist groups 

The four most dangerous terrorist organizations are ISIL, Boko Haram, the Taliban and al-Qa’ida. 

In 2015 they were responsible for 74% casualties brought on by terrorist actions. Those groups and 

their affiliates are widespread and can affect people anywhere in the world. It is possible due to 

their considerable financial resources acquired through means such as exploiting natural resources, 

ransoms for the kidnapped or by receiving donations. 

3.Tactics of terrorism 
Terrorist use various tactics, but try to reach a common goal. They seek to raise and perpetuate fear. 

The most popular are suicide attacks, bombings and vehicle based attacks. Nevertheless, the range 

of their means reaches from bioterrorism or nuclear terrorism to cyberterrorism. 

4. Areas affected by terrorism 

Terrorism is called the scourge of today's world, but it occurs mostly in five countries: Iraq, Nigeria 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Syria. Those countries account for 78% of terrorism related deaths. 

Although, it is worth noticing that most countries experience terrorism of some kind. 

5. Final words 

Such complex issue as terrorism requires comprehensive solutions, which address multiple features 

and fields of the problem. It should be kept in mind that it is a global issue and requires combined 

effort of every member of the United Nations.  

 

6. Questions to consider: 

 What lies at the roots of terrorism? 

 What does delegate's country do to fight with terrorism? 



 What actions should memberstates undertake to prevent terrorist attacks from happening? 

 How to improve the effectiveness of national and international bodies trying to tackle the 

issue? 

 How to help the victims of the attacks? 

 

7. Useful links:  

 http://visionofhumanity.org/app/uploads/2017/02/Global-Terrorism-Index-2016.pdf 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrorism 

 https://www.un.org/counterterrorism/ctitf/en/un-global-counter-terrorism-strategy 

 http://www.terrorism-research.com 
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