
 

Committee:  Disarmament and International Security Committee 

TOPIC: Illicit weapons trafficking 

1. General Information and background history 

Arms trafficking, also known as gunrunning, is the illegal trafficking or 

smuggling of contraband weapons or ammunition.This distinguishes 

between small arms, which are weapons designed for personal use, and 

light weapons, which are designed for use by several persons serving as a 

unit. 

Recent terrorist attacks in Europe have spurred initiatives to crack down on 

the illegal trade in firearms, a relatively small market under the control of 

organised criminal groups. Black market trafficking usually takes place on a 

regional or local level; publicly available data suggests that the multi-ton, 

inter-continental shipments organized by the ‘merchants of death’ account 

for only a small fraction of illicit transfers.  Among the most important 

forms of illicit trafficking is the ‘ant trade’—numerous shipments of small 

numbers of weapons that, over time, result in the accumulation of large 

numbers of illicit weapons by unauthorized end users. While most arms 

trafficking appears to be conducted by private entities, certain 

governments also contribute to the illicit trade by deliberately arming proxy 

groups involved in insurgencies against rival governments, terrorists with 

similar ideological agendas, or other non-state armed groups. These types 

of transfers, which are prevalent in Africa and other regions where armed 

conflict is common, are often conducted in contravention of UN arms 

embargoes and have the potential to destabilize neighbouring countries. 

The total value of the global arms market is estimated around $60 billion a 

year, with around $8 billion attributed to pistols, rifles, machine guns, and 

bullets. The total illegal arms trade is harder to estimate, but the illicit small 

arms market has been estimated at 10–20% of the total global arms trade. 



 

Weapons trafficking has always been a big problem for the UN members. 

Top four arms exporters worldwide (in 2004) - United States, Russia, France 

and United Kingdom estimate the markets' value to be worth ~$30 billion. 

Third world countries always had a huge demand for cheap, multiple rifles; 

most probably used in Civil Wars. 

2. Last events 

Although arms trafficking is widespread in regions of political turmoil, it is 

not limited to such areas, and for example, in South Asia, an estimated 63 

million guns have been trafficked into India and Pakistan. 

In April 2017, over 578 firearms and 776 pieces of ammunitions were seized 

as part as a joint operation targeting the illegal movement of firearms, 

explosives, chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear material through 

the Ukraine–Moldova border. Five pieces of explosives and one package of 

radioactive material were also seized at the border as part of this 

operation. 

Excluding military conflicts, firearms are used in >200 000 deaths annually, 

including nearly 30 000 in the US alone, and 7–8 million new firearms are 

manufactured each year worldwide. 

Examples of past and current gunrunning include: 

- Iran-Contra affair, 

- Larne gunrunning, 

- Provisional Irish Republican Army arms importation; 

- and many others. 

3. Previous attempts to solve the issue 

- Improved licensing and oversight of dealers, 

- Screening of all firearm purchasers, 



 

- Mandatory reporting of gun thefts, 

- Banning high-risk firearms for "straw purchasers" (individuals with a clean 

background, buying guns for a convicted criminal or other dangerous 

person unable to legally purchase firearms) 

Additional questions: 

1. What can Un do to minimize the market? 

2. What should border controls look like? 

3. Should there be more penalties? And if so, to what extent? 

 

 

 


