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1. General information 

 Human trafficking is a callous global industry that denies victims their rights and dignity and generates 
billions of dollars for organized criminal networks. Most of those trafficked are vulnerable women and 
children deceived into a life of suffering. They are exploited for sex and forced to work in conditions akin 
to slavery,  it is clear that trafficking in human being is not a neglectable problem, but it affects equally 
countries undergoing socio-economic transition and economically stable ones. Human trafficking is 
mainly induced by lack of gender equality, adequate education, employment opportunities and a high 
level of poverty and discrimination, causing factors that lead the affected countries to a threat which 
violates basic human rights and economic stability. 
 

2. Background 
Virtually every country in the world is affected by these crimes. The challenge for all countries, rich and 
poor, is to target the criminals who exploit desperate people and to protect and assist victims of 
trafficking, many of whom endure unimaginable hardships in their bid for a better life. 
 

3. Last events 
The European Union (EU) and UNODC have launched the Global Action to Prevent and Address 
Trafficking in Persons  (GLO.ACT). A four-year joint initiative between the EU and UNODC, GLO.ACT 
will be implemented in partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) through to 2019. 
 
The UNODC Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Human Trafficking provides grassroots humanitarian, 
legal, and financial aid to victims of trafficking through governmental, inter-governmental, and civil 
society organizations. 
The key aim is to give people from all walks of life - including governments, the private sector, 
international organizations, NGOs, and individuals the opportunity to work together to provide solutions 
to assist victims of human trafficking. 
The Inter-Agency Coordination Group against  Trafficking in Persons(ICAT) is a policy forum mandated 
by the UN General Assembly to  improve coordination among UN agencies and  other relevant 
international organizations to facilitate a holistic and comprehensive approach  to preventing and 
combating trafficking in  persons, including protection and support for  victims of trafficking.  

 
4. Previous attempts to resolve the problem 

Even if the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime has been the first legislation to 
define this typology of crime, it fails to focus on specific methods to fight the problem. Subsequently, the 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons (2000), supplementing the above cited 
Convention, on one hand delineates the requirements to convict criminals over such charges but on the 
other hand its policies are heavily preventative. The final act, in the form of the Action Plan to Combat 
trafficking in Human Beings, was drafted in 2003, and still represents the main source to consult for the 
future actions to be undertaken and the new legislation to be created.  
 

5. Additional questions 
• What are the main actions undertaken in the past by my country against human trafficking? 
 
 • Is my country in a strategic position on the routes of trafficking? Is it an origin, transition or destination 
country? 
  
• What possible solutions may my country propose/support?  
 
 • What is the position of my major ally countries w.r.t the problem?  
 
• How is my national legislation actually facing the issue of human trafficking?  
 

 


