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Background 
The Rohingya is an unrecognized, mostly muslim ethnic group majority of whom 

live in Rakhine State in Myanmar, a majority buddhist country, and is often cited as „the 

world’s most prosecuted minority”. The Rohingya people have been denied their rights 

for decades. They did not get recognized as one of the 135 ethnic minorities in Myanmar 

after their country gained independence from the British in 1948. Despite not being 

acknowledged they had not been prosecuted or heavily marginalized and could even hold 

public offices until the coup d’état in 1962 when general Ne Win and his military junta 

seized power. Since then the history of the Rohingya have been marked by discrimination. 

Muslims were removed from public offices and positions in the army. Moreover, the new 

government began disbanding  their social and political organizations. While being 

treated as second-class citizens they were not forced to leave the country. The first 

large-scale exodus of Rohingya people was the aftermath of the Operation Dragon King, 

which was launched by the junta with the aim of expelling  insurgent Rohingya from the 

Rakhine Stare, more than 200,000 people were forced out of their homes and fled to 

Bangladesh. Furthermore, in 1982 the Rohingya were stripped of their citizenship as a 

result of a new strict nationality law, which resulted in them becoming stateless. This 

action deprived the Rohingya of many of their rights including education, freedom of 

movement, political representation and lead to ubiquitous confiscations of Rohingya 

owned land. They were treated as foreigners, which further increased the religious 

tensions between Muslims and Buddhists resulting in many anti-muslim riots. The 

tensions peaked in 2012 resulting in the eruption of the Rakhine State riots, which were 

quelled by the military. The riots led to the displacement of more than 100,000 people and 

the death of 88. Moreover, they aggravated an already worrying situation and made way 

to the rise of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army(ARSA), an organization claiming to 

fight for liberation of the Rohingya. 
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Current situation  
The most recent escalation of the conflict is a result of the retaliatory actions 

undertaken by the Myanmar’s Armed Forces (Tatmadaw) after the Arakan Rohingya 

Salvation Army had attacked Myanmar’s border posts killing border officers and looting 

weapons on 9 October 2016. Tatmadaw called those actions „clearance operation’ and 

claimed that they were aimed at insurgents. However, there are many reports indicating 

immense human rights violations such as arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial killings, gang 

rapes, brutalities against civilians, and looting. In addition, the government have been 

restricting the access to the area hindering the ability to help the Rohingya. The atrocities 

worsened after Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army had attacked 21 police post and a small 

army base on the 25 August 2017. The aftermath of this event had horrific consequences 

for the Rohingya’s civilians as the Tatmadaw’s „clearance operation” had turned more 

ruthless and violent. The crackdown on the Rohingya continues and has already caused 

more than 10,000 deaths and forced about 1,000,000 to flee the country.   
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Issues  
The question of genocide 

Tatmadaw claims that their „clearence operation” is targeted only at the militants 

and is a retaliation for attacks against their security force in Rakhin State. However, it is 

known that the Rohingya civilians are being systematically targeted and are victims of 

widespread violence and abuse. There is an adequate amount of evidence to conclude that 

the intent of those actions is destruction of an ethnic minority, which under the 

international law means genocide. The most urgent issue for the Security Council is to 

stop those genocidal actions. Furthermore, it is imperative to hold accountable those 

responsible for perpetuating the conflict and the committed crimes. The question for the 

Security Council is how to best achieve those goals. 

The refugee crisis  
The ongoing humanitarian disaster in Myanmar has consequences reaching beyond 

one country’s borders and requires a response from the international community. This is 

why the Security Council must act and deliver a comprehensive solution, which would 

stabilize the region and enable countries to cooperate in a more efficient way. The issue is 

the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people most of whom were forced to leave 

their homes without necessary preparation or had their belongings taken away from 

them. The first thing that should be addressed is the shortage or lack of necessary 

humanitarian assistance. It is crucial to provide the refugees with necessary humanitarian 

aid and establish a mechanism that will assure their needs are met. 

The future  
The last thing that the Security Council has to find an answer to is the long term 

solution. The resolution should cover a broad range of topics such as: how to relocate the 

Rohingya back to Myanmar or ensure their safety and equal treatment in the future. 

Implementation of adequate measures is needed to make the Rakhine State function 

properly in the future and it is in the Security Council’s authority to make sure that the 

definitive answers will be found. 
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Recommended readings 
• Report of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar 

• U.S. House of Representatives Hearing on  “Burma’s Brutal Campaign Against the 

Rohingya” 

• United Nations in Myanmar 

• Human Rights Watch on Rohingya Crisis 

• United Nations Documents 

• United Nations Documents on Myanmar 

• Researching Conference Topics 
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https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_64.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA05/20170927/106434/HHRG-115-FA05-Wstate-MartinM-20170927.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA05/20170927/106434/HHRG-115-FA05-Wstate-MartinM-20170927.pdf
http://mm.one.un.org/
https://www.hrw.org/tag/rohingya-crisis
http://www.un.org/en/documents/index.html
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/myanmar/
http://www.unausa.org/global-classrooms-model-un/how-to-participate/model-un-preparation/research/topic-research

